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MTPF MALTA JUNIOR OPEN 2026

Red Ball & Orange Ball Development Tournament

Pilot Event

This pilot event is organised by the Malta Tennis & Padel Federation (MTPF) as part of the
MTPF Malta Junior Open 2026. It aims to provide Red Ball and Orange Ball players with a
fun, structured and competitive environment while promoting sportsmanship and long-
term player development. The experience gained from this event will assist the MTPF in
evaluating similar development competitions in future years.

Quick Facts

Item

Details

Categories

Red Ball - Boys & Girls
(Players born in 2020 or 2021)

Orange Ball - Boys & Girls
(Players born in 2017, 2018 or 2019)

Maximum Entries 16 players per category

Entry Fee €20 per player

Nomination Deadline Friday, 31 July 2026

Format Round Robin = Semi-Finals — Final
Guaranteed Matches 3

Coaching Not permitted

Service Two serves, No-Let Rule
Presentations Together with the Malta Junior Open

presentations after all Finals
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1. Introduction

The tournament will be held during the final two days of the MTPF Malta Junior Open 2026.
The Finals of all Red Ball and Orange Ball categories shall be played during the final days of
the tournament.

2. Eligibility, Nominations and Entries

Each affiliated Club or Academy may nominate up to four Red Ball Boys, four Red Ball Girls,
four Orange Ball Boys and four Orange Ball Girls.

Players shall be nominated in order of playing ability, from Level 1 (strongest) to Level 4
(least strong). The Tournament Committee will use these nominated levels when
determining the initial group allocations.

Players competing in the Malta Junior Open are not eligible.

Red Ball: Players born in 2020 or 2021 (5-6 years old during 2026).

Orange Ball: Players born in 2017, 2018 or 2019 (7-9 years old during 2026).
Entries are limited to 16 players per category.

Entry Fee: €20.

Closing date for nominations: Friday, 31 July 2026.

Not all players nominated are guaranteed entry.

3. Competition Format

Four Round Robin groups of four players per category.
Group winners advance to the Semi-Finals (Av D and B v C).
Winners contest the Final.

4. Seeding
Seeding shall be based on the nominated playing levels submitted by each Club or Academy.

Players nominated as Level 1 shall be placed into separate Round Robin groups wherever
possible. The same principle shall then be applied to Level 2, Level 3 and Level 4 players to
achieve the most balanced groups possible.

The Tournament Committee reserves the right to make any adjustments considered
necessary to ensure the fair and efficient running of the competition.
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5. Match Format

All categories: Best of three tie-break sets to 10 points.
A two-point margin is required to win each set.

6. Serves

Every point starts with a serve. Two service attempts with No-Let Rule applies.
Underarm and overarm serves permitted.

7. Change of Ends

Players shall change ends at the end of each completed set.
In the deciding set, players shall also change ends when either player first reaches 5 points.

Changing ends ensures that both players compete from each end of the court under similar
playing conditions, including any differences caused by wind, sun or other environmental
factors.

8. Group Standings

At the completion of the Round Robin stage, players shall be ranked within their group
using the following criteria:

1. Greatest number of matches won.

2. Iftwo players are tied, the winner of the match played between those two players
(head-to-head result) shall be ranked higher.

3. Ifthree or more players are tied, the following criteria shall be applied in order:
o Highest percentage of sets won.
o Ifstill tied, highest percentage of points won.

4. If atie still remains, the Tournament Referee shall determine the final standings.

The player finishing first in each group shall qualify for the Semi-Finals.

9. Coaching

No coaching is permitted during any of the matches.
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10. Player Conduct and Awards

Players shall always display good sportsmanship and respect.
Disciplinary action may be taken against players, coaches or parents.

Winner and Runner-Up trophies shall be presented in each category. The presentation
ceremony shall take place together with the MTPF Malta Junior Open presentations
following the conclusion of all Finals.

11. General

Any matter not covered above shall be decided by the Tournament Referee in consultation
with the Tournament Committee

12. Volunteers & Helpers

The Malta Tennis & Padel Federation welcomes volunteers, parents, coaches and other
supporters who wish to assist with the organisation and running of this event. Anyone
interested in helping is kindly invited to contact the Federation.
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